The Gut Microbiota
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• Impacts colonization dynamics
• Affects immune education • Development of the immune system has a narrow "window of opportunity"
• The first 6 months of life is a critical period for development
Immune System
• Improper functioning of the immune system can result in allergies (seasonal, food), allergic asthma, and eczema referred to as atopic disorders
• Atopic disorders involve an inflammatory response caused by Th2 cell activity
Department of Biology • Infants born by cesarean showed elevated atopy risk Retrospective Study
